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Dr. Snider was appointed to the civilian faculty of the U.S. Military Academy in 1998.  This followed a military career in the US Army, five years in Washington DC as analyst and director of political-military research at the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), and three years as the Olin Distinguished Professor of National Security Studies at West Point.


His current research interests include military innovation and adaptation, American civil-military relations, the identities and development of the American Army officer, and military professions.  He was research director for, and co-editor of, The Future of the Army Profession, 2d Edition (McGraw-Hill, 2005), now a textbook at the Army War College and West Point.  He is currently directing a book project on the use of moral precepts in the development of leaders of character at West Point.

 Dr. Snider’s publications include: “Leadership by Example” (Army Magazine, November 2005), “Jointness, Defense Transformation, and the Need for a New Joint Warfare Profession,” (Parameters, Autumn 2003); “ Officership: The Professional Practice” (Military Review, Jan-Feb 2003); "The Civil-Military Gap and Professional Military Education (Armed Forces and Society, Winter 2001, co-author); "America's Post-Modern Military" (World Policy Journal, Spring 2000); Army Professionalism, The Military Ethic and Officership in the 21st Century (Strategic Studies Institute, 1999, co-author); “The Uninformed Debate on Military Culture,” (Orbis, Winter 1999); “Civil-Military Relations and the Ability to Influence,” (Armed Forces and Society, Spring 1999, co-author); U.S. Civil-Military Relations: Transition or Crisis (CSIS, 1995, co-editor); The Gulf War and What We Learned, (Westview, 1992, co-author). 


In addition to Congressional testimonies, his publications have appeared in Survival, The Washington Quarterly, AirPower Review, National Security Studies Quarterly, Command, Assembly, Armed Forces Journal International, and the Joint Forces Quarterly; his op/eds have appeared in the New York Times, the Washington Post, the Wall Street Journal, the Washington Times, the Atlanta Constitution-Journal, the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, and the Chicago Tribune.

Early in his military career, Dr. Snider served three combat tours as an infantryman in the Republic of Vietnam.  After battalion command in the 7th Infantry Division, he specialized in military strategy and defense policy, serving consecutively as Chief of Plans for Theater Army in Europe, Joint Planner for the Army Chief of Staff, and Federal Executive Fellow at the Brookings Institution.  In 1987 he joined the staff of the National Security Council in the White House serving as Director, Defense Policy, in both the Reagan and Bush Administrations.  In his last position on active duty he served in the Office of the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff.  

Dr. Snider holds a Doctorate in Public Policy from the University of Maryland (1993) and Master's Degrees in Economics and in Public Policy from the University of Wisconsin (1969).  He is a member of The Council on Foreign Relations, New York City, and serves on the Executive Committee of the Inter-University Seminar (IUS) on Armed Forces and Society.

